School Reopening Plan
-

2021-22
*Revised to include new COVID-19 Screening Testing Mandates

East Moriches School Safety Committee
●

Team Members: ES/MS parents, teachers, principals, nurses, mental health staff, a
physician, the superintendent, and a member of the Board of Education.

●

Goals:
○

Safety Protocols for In-Person Summer School

○

2021-2022 District Safety Plan

○

2021-2022 Building Emergency Response Plans

○

2021-2022 School Reopening Plan

2021-2022 Timeline
●

6/8- NYS Summer School Guidance Released ●

8/1- Gov. Cuomo Press- Vaccinations

●

6/30- Summer School Protocols Letter

●

8/3- Faculty/Staff Connect Ed

●

7/1- Summer School Staff Training

●

8/17- DRAFT Summary of Protocols

●

7/6- Summer School Opens

●

8/24- Safety Team Meeting

●

7/7- NYS Summer School Guidance Released ●

8/25- Board of Education Presentation 1

●

7/14- District Safety Plan Revised

●

8/27- NYSDOH Updated Mask Mandate

●

7/20- Building Emergency Plans Revised

●

8/31- Board of Education Presentation 2

●

7/26- Safety Plan Open for Public Comment

●

9/1- Submit Reopening Plan and Post

●

7/29- NYS Guidance Statements

●

9/1- Conference Day Staff Training

Core Health and Safety Principles
●
●
●
●
●
●

Face Coverings
Social Distancing
Spaces
In-Person Instruction
Cohorts
Screening

●
●
●
●
●
●

Transportation
Food Services
Ventilation
Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection
Contact Tracing
Return to School

Reopening Plan Checklist
Reopening of In-Person Instruction
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Monitoring

Closure

Capacity
● Screening
● Closure Triggers
Physical Distancing
● Testing Protocols
● Operational Activity
PPE and Face Coverings
● Testing Responsibility
● Communication
Operational Activity
● Early Warning Signs
Restart Operations
Containment
Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection
● School Health Offices
Extracurriculars
● Isolation
Before and Aftercare
● Collection
Vulnerable Populations
● Infected Individuals
Transportation
● Exposed Individuals
Food Services
Mental Health, Behavioral, and Emotional ● Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection
● Contact Tracing
Support Services and Programs
● Communication
Communication

●

Reopening

●

●

Capacity
●

Phasing and quantity of students, faculty, and staff
allowed to return in-person, considering factors such as
ability to maintain appropriate social distance, personal
protective equipment (PPE) availability, local medical
capacity, and availability of safe transportation;

●

●
●

●

●

Our District Safety Committee has developed a variety of
procedures and protocols to ensure a safe, sanitary, and welcoming
return to school.
The District Safety Committee is made up of parents, teachers,
principals, nurses, mental health staff, the superintendent, a
member of the Board of Education, and a physician.
Every decision has been made carefully keeping in mind the needs
of the students, staff, and families.
Our goal is to provide daily in-person instruction for our students
through an approach will normalize the school day as much of
possible.
Indoor/outdoor space(s) and furniture have been reassessed to
support new guidance and in-person instruction.
Classroom Capacity- large classroom dimensions and small class
sizes will allow for desks to be socially distanced without reducing
the number of students or staff.
Personal Protective Equipment Capacity- a variety of ample
resources have been purchased for staff and students including but
not limited to face masks, face shields, gowns, gloves and barriers.
Transportation Capacity- all students will have a reserved seat on
school provided transportation, face masks will be required.

●

Reopening

●
●

Physical Distancing
●

Protocols and procedures for students, faculty, and staff
to ensure appropriate social distancing when on school
grounds and in school facilities;

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

It will be our goal to maintain at least 3 feet of distance between
individuals while indoors, unless members of the same household
or safety/core function of the activity requires shorter distance.
Distancing of at least 6 feet will be organized when students are
engaged in eating, drinking, singing, or playing wind instruments.
In physical education, any contact due to activities should be quick
and not for extended periods of time.
When outdoors, activities are encouraged that allow for distancing
and reduced contact.
On district provided transportation students will be seated two
children per seat, and in the classrooms student desks will be
spaced apart.
Building spaces have been reconfigured under new guidelines so
that individuals can be socially distanced while maximizing
classroom spaces.
Cohorting by grade level will take place to a reasonable extent, and
bidirectional traffic and social density in hallways will remain
reduced.
Signage and/or floor markings and will be placed every 3-6 feet in
commonly used areas and areas where lines are formed or people
congregate.
Lockers will be used for students in grades 6, 7 and 8 along with a
staggered passing time format between classes
Locker rooms will not be utilized at this time

●

Reopening
PPE and Face Coverings
●

Protocols and procedures for students, faculty, staff,
and other individuals to ensure appropriate PPE is used
to protect against the transmission of the COVID-19
virus when on school grounds and in school facilities.
Plans for all students, faculty, and staff to have the
required PPE (i.e., acceptable face coverings) before
entering school facilities, grounds, or any other space
owned or administered by the school or school district
(e.g., school buses);

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

All students, staff, and visitors must wear masks indoors and while
on a school bus regardless of vaccination status.
Mask breaks are permitted throughout the day as needed.
Masks are not required when eating, drinking, singing, or while
playing wind instruments, as long as individuals remain
appropriately physically distanced.
Face coverings are not required outdoors.
Signage will also be posted in both buildings to remind students and
staff about appropriate PPE and safety procedures.
Acceptable face coverings include but are not limited to cloth-based
face coverings, and surgical masks that cover the mouth and nose.
Students, faculty and staff will be trained on how to adequately put
on, take off, clean, and discard personal protective equipment.
If a facemask is lost at school, the student or staff member will be
supplied with a disposable face covering.
Clear Barriers and/or face shields may be substituted to provide
therapies that require visualization of the movement of lips/mouth.
Face coverings will be required on school buses.
According to the latest health guidelines, face shields cannot be
used in place of a face mask.
Continuation of masking requirements will be reviewed by the
Board of Education every ten weeks.

●

Reopening
Operational Activity
●

Determinations on how classes, shared spaces, and
activities may be adapted in various phases of learning
and operations (e.g., identify which, if any, students will
be offered alternate approaches, such as alternative
schedules or hybrids of in-person and remote learning;
how additional and alternative – school and non-school
– spaces can be used for, or in support of, in-person
instruction; how such schedules could be administered
to create overlap for students from the same household;
how shared spaces, such as cafeterias, libraries,
playgrounds, and gymnasiums, will be modified and
used; and if and how cohorts will be implemented).
Policies regarding field trips, special congregate events,
and visitors considering risks for COVID-19 transmission,
as well as protocols and procedures for social distancing,
PPE usage, and cleaning and disinfection, which may
include conducting virtual events;

●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

EMUFSD will “cohort” students by grade level, to the extent
practicable, to limit potential exposure to the COVID-19 virus.
Cohorts, particularly for younger students, are self-contained,
pre-assigned groups of students with reasonable group size limits.
Faculty may instruct more than one cohort so long as appropriate
social distancing is maintained.
Sharing of objects will be limited.
Bi-directional foot traffic will be reduced using signage/distance
markers every 3-6 ft in areas where individuals congregate.
Building drop-off and pick-up procedures and locations have been
adjusted so multiple entrances and exits will be used to reduce
crowd size.
Visitors will not be permitted into the building during school day.
Visitors will be permitted in the building after school for meetings
and indoor sporting events.
Families who are in need of a computing device will be loaned a
computing device from the school as necessary.
English as a New Language program will meet or exceed the
instructional Units of Study based on most recent proficiency level
Safety drills will occur with social distancing, ensure any contact due
to activities is quick and not for extended periods of time.
Meals will be served in the cafeteria.
Playground use will be permitted and recess will allow for mixing of
cohorts.

●

Reopening
Restart Operations
●

Plans to safely reopen facilities and grounds, such as
cleaning and disinfection, and restarting building
ventilation, water systems, and other key facility
components, as applicable;

●
●

●
●
●
●

●
●

Every building space has been fully stripped down, cleaned, and
disinfected prior to the start of the year.
Merv-13 filters are the most effective filter available, more effective
than HEPA, and are installed in all air filters throughout the district.
Classroom teachers will increase ventilation with outdoor air to the
greatest extent possible (e.g., opening windows and doors) while
maintaining health and safety protocols.
Bottle filling stations have been installed in each building and
students will be encouraged to bring in individual water bottles.
Handwashing stations with soap, running warm water, and
disposable paper towels, are available for all individuals.
Hand sanitizer will be available in all classrooms.
Hand sanitizer stations are located in convenient/high traffic
locations such as near high touch surfaces or where handwashing is
not feasible such as hallways and entrances/exits.
Facilities will meet requirements of the 202 NYS Uniform Fire
Prevention, Building Code, and Energy Conservation Code
Lead Testing will occur as per NYSDOH regulation 67-4.

●

Reopening

●

Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection
●

Protocols and procedures for school-wide cleaning and
disinfection of classrooms, restrooms, cafeterias,
libraries, playgrounds, school buses, and all other school
facilities, as well as training and promotion of hand and
respiratory hygiene among all individuals in school
facilities and on school grounds;

●
●

●

●
●

EMUFSD’s regular hygiene, cleaning and disinfection procedures and
products meet or exceed requirements from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and Department of Health
EPA-approved cleaning and disinfection products utilized within the
district are bactericidal, virucidal, and/or fungicidal including:
○
EnvirOx H₂Orange₂ Hyper-Concentrate 112, Orange Oil and
hydrogen peroxide based cleaner utilized during school day
○
Diversey Virex 256 II, effective against VRE, MRSA, MRSE,
Influenza A2 and more with Coronavirus claims against
SARS-CoV-2 used in healthcare facilities and after school
All building spaces are routinely cleaned throughout the day and
disinfected every day after school.
Additional cleaning staff will be retained and utilzied to assist during
the school day with increased cleaning and disinfection of high-risk
areas (common areas, restrooms, etc.), and frequently touched
surfaces (door knobs, sink handles, etc.)
ULV atomizer bio-decontamination systems used that produce cold
sterilant micro droplets, which remain floating in the air for 10
minutes reaching inaccessible areas conventional cleaning or
ultraviolet light cannot, inactivating and destroying pathogens
All students, faculty, and staff will be trained on proper hand and
respiratory hygiene and corresponding signage will be posted
School buses will be cleaned and disinfected each day.

Reopening
●

A full complement of clubs will be available for students.

●

Our full chorus and band program will be available for students.

●
●
●

Fall Season: Cross Country, Boys and Girls Soccer, Football
Spectators will not be required to wear masks outdoors.
No locker-room use

Extracurriculars
●

Policies regarding extracurricular programs and which
activities will be allowed, considering social distancing,
PPE usage, and cleaning and disinfection, as well as risk
of COVID-19 transmission (e.g., interscholastic sports,
assemblies, and other gatherings). Policies should
consider how to maintain cohorts, if applicable, or
members of the same household. Schools Responsible
Parties should refer to DOH’s “Interim Guidance for
Sports and Recreation During the COVID-19 Public Health
Emergency” to assist in development of these policies;
however, interscholastic sports are not permitted at the
time of publication of the guidance, and additional
information on athletic activities is forthcoming;

●

Reopening

●
●
●

Before and Aftercare
●

Policies regarding before and aftercare programs,
considering social distancing, PPE usage, and cleaning
and disinfection requirements, as well as risk of
COVID-19 transmission. Policies should consider how to
maintain cohorts, if applicable, or group members of the
same household;

●
●
●
●
●
●

SCOPE Education Services will have available a before and aftercare
program for families as early as 6:45 a.m. and as late as 6:30 p.m.
housed in the elementary school cafetorium.
Individuals who are sick should remain home.
If students or staff develop symptoms during program, they will be
isolated and families will be notified for immediate pickup.
Clearance from a healthcare provider following an evaluation will be
required to return, and SCOPE will notify the school health office.
Children and staff will be trained on proper hygiene practices, and
there will be regular cleaning and disinfection of surfaces.
A distance of at least 3 feet will be maintained by all, unless
individuals are of the same household.
Face coverings will be worn by staff and students while indoors.
Children will be in consistent groups determined by the number of
students from the same household or the same grade.
Students belongings will be separated and each student will have
their own supplies.
Visitors picking up students will remain outside of the building.

Reopening
Vulnerable Populations
● Policies regarding vulnerable populations, including students,
faculty and staff who are at increased risk for severe COVID-19
illness, to allow them to safely participate in educational
activities and, where appropriate, accommodate their specific
circumstances.

Accommodations
●
Additional PPE will be available by request for students with
underlying health conditions (face shields, gowns, gloves, etc.)
●
Sound field systems and similar technology will be utilized in
classrooms with students who have hearing impairments or loss
●
Clear Barriers and/or face shields may be substituted to provide
therapies that require visualization of the movement of lips/mouth
●
Barriers must meet fire test requirements listed in 2606.4. And
must not obstruct the means of egress, block access to fire
extinguishers or impede the performance of fire protection devices
●
Vulnerable populations, including students, faculty and staff who
are at increased risk for severe COVID-19 illness who request
alternate means of instruction, must provide thorough medical
documentation from a healthcare provider stating the necessity and
reasoning for this accommodation.

●

Reopening

●
●

Transportation

●

● Consistent with State-issued public transit guidance, protocols and
procedures, which include that individuals must wear acceptable face
coverings at all times on school buses (e.g., entering, exiting, and seated), and
that individuals should maintain appropriate social distancing, unless they are
members of the same household. Protocols and procedures should include
how school buses will be adapted to keep students and staff safe (e.g., how
face coverings will be provided to students in need, how members of the
same household will be seated together, how social distancing will be
conducted on buses, whether bus schedules will be adapted to accommodate
reduced capacity, whether any health screening will be conducted at home
before students board buses, how parents/legal guardians will be encouraged
to drop off or walk students to reduce density on buses);

●
●
●
●

Transportation service will remain consistent with State-issued
public transit guidance, and staff will perform disinfection measures
daily.
All individuals will be required to wear acceptable face coverings at
all times (e.g., entering, exiting, and seated).
Students that do not have a mask will not be denied transportation,
but must wear a provided disposable face covering.
Parents are required to ensure their child is not experiencing any
symptoms of COVID-19 prior to boarding the bus.
Training on social distancing on the bus, at stops, and at unloading
times will take place and assigned seating will be utilized.
Two children will be seated per seat unless they are members of the
same household.
When above 45 degrees, school buses should transport passengers
with roof hatches or windows slightly opened to provide air flow.
Loading and unloading locations for students by bus, car or
pedestrians will be reconfigured based on needs.

●
●

All students have been assigned a bus route.

●

Riding the bus is a privilege, inappropriate conduct or failure to
follow safety protocols can result in suspension of bus privileges.

Due to capacity restrictions, students will only have one bus stop for
both AM/PM and will not be permitted to take different buses
home for childcare or play dates.

Reopening
Food Services
●

Protocols and procedures for onsite and remote food services
for students, considering appropriate social distancing and any
modifications to service that may be necessary (e.g., providing
meals in a combination of classrooms and cafeterias, staggering
meal periods). Measures to protect students with food allergies
if providing meals in spaces outside the cafeteria. Protocols and
procedures must also include how students will perform hand
hygiene before and after eating, how appropriate hand hygiene
will be promoted, and how sharing of food and beverages will
be discouraged. Additionally, protocols and procedures must
account for cleaning and disinfection prior to the next group of
students arriving for meals, if served in the same common area
(e.g., cafeteria);

● EMUFSD will continue to provide free school meals to all students, in
compliance with the Child Nutrition Program
● Routines for hand washing/sanitizing will be built in to daily schedules
and take place before and after meals.
● Cashless system will be utilized for snack purchases, parents can prepay
through MySchoolBucks or by sending in a check to the main office
● Preparation of meals will be safe and sanitary, served in sealed bags,
and remain contained until opened by the student
● Sharing of food and beverages will be prohibited, unless individuals are
members of the same household.
● Students may remove face coverings when seated and eating so long as
they are appropriately socially distanced
○ ES- Cafetorium (w/ cleaning between grades)
○ MS- Cafeteria (w/ cleaning between grades)
● Appropriate meal service signage will be posted in meal service areas
and students with allergies will remain safely separated.
Temporary Quarantine
● Meals will be available for students who are required to quarantine
through curbside pickup at the middle school at 10am.
○ Meals Liaison: Mr. Holl
● Free/Reduced Meal Application available in main offices and website.

●

Reopening

●
●

●

Mental, Behavioral, and Emotional
Support Services and Programs
●

Available resources and referrals to address mental
health, behavioral, and emotional needs of students,
faculty, and staff when school reopens for in-person
instruction (e.g., how they will identify and support
students having difficulty with transitioning back into the
school setting, especially given the changed school
environment). Any training for faculty and staff on how
to talk with, and support, students during and after the
ongoing COVID-19 public health emergency, as well as
information on developing coping and resilience skills for
students, faculty, and staff;

●

●

●

EMUFSD will follow mental health guidelines put in place by
professional associations such as NASP and APA.
Counseling services will be made available to all students.
Staff members are trained in identifying students who are in need
of mental health support and counseling services from trained Pupil
Personnel Services Staff members.
Mental Health staff will support homeroom teachers in providing
lessons as needed.
We will conduct our annual social emotional assessment of
students, and consider repeating our Universal Screening for At-Risk
Students in the start of the year.
Staff members will be informed of EAP opportunities to help with
any difficulties they are experiencing during the transition back to
school.
Committee on PreSchool Special Education Services/Committee on
Special Education (CPSE/CSE) and program providers representing
the variety of settings where students are served will collaborate to
ensure access to the necessary supports to meet the unique needs
of students.

●

Reopening

●
●

Communication
●

Communications plans for students, parents/legal guardians
of students, faculty, staff and visitors that includes applicable
instructions, training, signage, and a consistent means to
provide individuals with information. Plans should describe
how schools will communicate with students and families
about preparing for the upcoming year, which should include
adapting to social distancing requirements, properly wearing
face coverings, and proper hand and respiratory hygiene.
Consider developing web pages, text and email groups, and
social media to disseminate information. Schools should
develop communication plans in multiple languages, as
necessary.

●

●

Information will be presented through a wide array of platforms,
including but not limited to, traditional mail, email, telephone calls,
text messages, Twitter, news media, and website postings.
Dedicated Web Page : https://www.emoschools.org/return.aspx
Communication of Plans for Upcoming Year
○
Safety Committee- representation from all stakeholders
○
7/1- Summer School Staff Training
○
7/7- NYS Summer School Guidance Released
○
7/9- NYS Summer School Protocol Update Letter/Training
○
7/14- District Safety Plan Revised
○
7/20- Building Emergency Plans
○
7/26- Safety Plan Open for Public Comment
○
8/3 Superintendent Letter to Staff
○
8/17- DRAFT Summary if Protocols
○
8/24- Safety Committee Meeting
○
8/25 BOE Presentation 1
○
8/31 BOE Presentation 2
Future Communications
○
Ongoing Safety Committee Meetings
○
Welcome Back to School Mailing- Detailed Procedures
○
Superintendent Conference Day- Staff Training
○
Teacher Instruction on Procedures for Students
Signage will be utilized around the building to remind and
encourage all individuals to adhere to CDC/DOH guidance

COVID-19 Resource Person

Monitoring

●
●

NYS COVID-19 Screening Testing Requirements
●

Unvaccinated staff members are required to undergo screening
testing weekly if Suffolk County is identified by CDC as having low,
moderate, substantial, or high transmission rates.

●

Suffolk County Testing Facilities:
○
H. Lee Dennison Building, 100 Vets Highway Hauppauge, NY

Screening
●

Protocols and procedures for mandatory health
screenings, including temperature checks, of students,
faculty, staff, and, where applicable, contractors,
vendors, and visitors to identify any individuals who may
have COVID-19 or who may have been exposed to the
COVID-19 virus. Responsible Parties should consider
limiting the number of visitors permitted on school
grounds or in school facilities, and, if visitors are allowed,
screening of such visitors;

MS Coordinator- Joanne Prisco (631) 878-0162
ES Coordinator- Michelle Romano (631) 878-0162 x 123

11788 from 2pm-8pm (by Appointment only)

○

●

Smith Point County Park, 1 William FLoyd Parkway, Shirley, NY
11767 (No appointment Necessary Drive through testing) from
8am-4pm

COVID-19 screening testing will be available to students by parent
request, but not required, on a weekly basis if Suffolk County is
identified by CDC as having moderate, substantial, or high
transmission rates.

Reporting Positive COVID-19 Cases

Monitoring

●

●

Testing Protocols
●

Process for the provision or referral of diagnostic testing for
students, faculty, and staff for COVID-19, in consultation
with local health department officials, when needed, which
should include plans for testing of symptomatic individuals,
close contacts of COVID-19 suspected or confirmed
individuals, and individuals with recent international travel
or travel within a state with widespread transmission of
COVID-19 as designated through the New York State Travel
Advisory, before allowing such individuals to return to
in-person to the school;

●

●

Please contact the coordinator from your child’s school if your child
has tested positive for COVID-19, has been a close contact of
someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, or if your child has
displayed any symptoms of COVID-19.
According to CDC, the most up to date symptoms include:
○
Fever or chills (temperature greater than 100.0°F)
○
Cough
○
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
○
Fatigue
○
Muscle or body aches
○
Headache
○
New loss of taste or smell
○
Sore throat
○
Congestion or runny nose
○
Nausea or vomiting
○
Diarrhea
Any individual who screens positive for any of the symptoms must
be immediately sent home with instructions to contact their health
care provider for assessment.
All staff are required to observe for signs of illness in students and
staff, symptomatic persons must be seen by the school nurse.

Monitoring
Testing Responsibility
●

Testing Responsibility: Identification of who in the
community is responsible for referring, sourcing, and
administering testing (e.g., local health department
testing site, physician offices, hospital system, etc.),
particularly in the event that large-scale testing at the
school is needed;

Testing Procedures
●
Testing on screened positive individuals can occur at participating
urgent cares, pharmacies, MD oﬃces, drive in sites, and hospitals
(as a last resort).
●

The following is a list of COVID-19 testing facilities in the East
Moriches area that can be provided as a reference for parents of
students who screen positive.
○

CVS pharmacy 311 Main Street, Center Moriches
(632)878-0001 (This site is a drive through)

○

LI urgent care 287 Wading River Road, Manorville
(631)716-5410

○

CityMD urgent care 895 Montauk hwy, Shirley
(631)230-5770

○

Riteaid 803 Montauk hwy unit D, Shirley
(631)399-8070

○

Prohealth urgent care 1149 Old Country Rd, Riverhead
(631)740-9625

○

Northwell health 1842 Old Country Rd, Riverhead
(631)830-4175

○

Riverhead county center 300 Center drive, Riverhead
(845)553-8030

Protocol for Re-Entry for Individuals Who Screen Positive

●

Monitoring
Early Warning Signs
●

Defined metrics that will serve as early warning signs
that positive COVID-19 cases may be increasing beyond
an acceptable level, as established by state and local
health departments; define and deploy method(s) to
monitor against such metrics.

●

If COVID-19 cases are discovered at school, restrictions may be
made to social contact and mobility within school facilities/grounds,
particularly in affected areas to avoid full school closures.
Operations prior to instituting school-wide closures to help mitigate
a rise in cases.
○
Individual Quarantine
○
Small Group Quarantine
○
Individual Classroom Closure
○
Grade Level Closure
○
Building Level Closure
○
District-Wide Closure

●

Containment

●

●

School Health Offices
●

Protocols for safely caring for a student, faculty, or staff
member if they develop symptoms of COVID-19 during
the school day;

●

●
●

●
●
●

Caring will take place for a student, faculty, or staff member who
develops COVID-19 symptoms during the school day.
Multiple safe locations have been identified in the elementary
school and middle school that will be utilized as needed to separate
individuals who become sick during the school day.
Individuals who become sick during the school day, will be
immediately transferred to one of these dedicated safe areas
Symptomatic individuals will remain cared for and supervised in this
area by a staff member who is physically distanced, and parents or
guardians will be notified for immediate pickup.
The student must remain in this area until they can go home or to a
healthcare facility, depending on severity of illness
Additional Personal Protective Equipment is required for staff caring
for sick individuals, and will include all of the following:
○
MAKRITE-N95 Mask
○
Face Shield
○
Disposable Gown
○
Disposable Gloves
Rooms utilized as safe separation areas are required to follow
up-to-date protocols regarding cleaning and disinfection.
Asthma-related acute respiratory treatment will not include
nebulizers, the use of metered dose inhalers (MDI) with spacer only.
In the case of an emergency, dial 911.

●

Containment
Isolation
●

Procedures to isolate individuals who screen positive
upon arrival, or symptomatic individuals should they
become symptomatic while at school, providing
appropriate PPE for school health office staff caring for
the symptomatic individual. Protocols for safe
transportation, including pick-up arrangements, if
applicable, for symptomatic students, faculty, and staff;

●

●

●

If symptoms are discovered upon arrival or during the school
day, individuals will be transferred to the designated safe area
near the front lobby with efforts not to draw attention from
other students or staff in view
Symptomatic individuals will remain cared for and supervised
in this area by a staff member who is physically distanced, and
parents or guardians will be notified for immediate pickup.
Additional Personal Protective Equipment is required for staff
members caring for sick individuals, and will include all of the
following:
○
MAKRITE-N95 Mask
○
Face Shield
○
Disposable Gown
○
Disposable Gloves
Rooms utilizes as safe separation areas are required to follow
up-to-date protocols regarding cleaning and disinfection.

Return to School Requirements

Containment
Infected Individuals
●

Requirements that persons who have tested positive
complete isolation and have recovered, and will not
transmit COVID-19 when returning to in-person learning.
Discharge from isolation and return to school will be
conducted in coordination with the local health
department;

●

●

●

●

●

In order for an individual who was screened positive for symptoms to
return to school, documentation from a health care provider following an
evaluation in order to return indicating:
○
Clearance to return to in-person setting; or
○
Negative COVID-19 test result and symptom resolution
○
Positive COVID-19 test result and release from isolation
If a student is required to quarantine, temporary at-home learning will be
made available to them.
○
Elementary School Students- 5 hours/week
○
Middle School Students- 10 hours/week
As standard procedure, nurses will hard screen all students who return to
school after an infection that results in fever. Their temperature will be
checked within the first hour of their return to school and a second time
after four hours.
Students should not return to school unless they are fever free 24 hours
without the “masking” of the temperature by using fever-reducing
medicines. It is important to note that if a child is sent home during the
school day, the 24 hour begins at that time.
Any student who returns to school after having a high temperature and
still has that fever discovered by the hard screens will be sent home and
not allowed to return to school for at least 48 hours from the time they
were sent home.

Containment
Exposed Individuals
●

Requirements that individuals who were exposed to the
COVID-19 virus complete quarantine and have not
developed symptoms before returning to in-person
learning. Discharge from quarantine and return to school
will be conducted in coordination with the local health
department;

Exposure Requirements for Isolation
●
Individuals who test positive for COVID-19 should contact their
●

●

school nurse immediately, who will be responsible for subsequent
communication.
The local health department will be notified immediately of any
confirmed case of COVID-19, and notification will be made to
parents while maintaining confidentiality required by state and
federal law and regulations.
All individuals who test positive for COVID-19 must remain in
isolation for 10 days and will be provided temporary at home
instruction options

Close Contacts
●
●
●

●
●
●

●

Close contact is defined as an individual within 3-6 feet for 15
minutes or more in a 24 hour period.
Close contacts of positive cases of COVID-19 must quarantine for
10 days and monitor symptoms through the 14th day.
Students in the classroom who are within at three of an infected
student with appropriate masking are excluded from the definition
of close contact and not required to quarantine.
Individuals who tested positive for COVID within the last 3 months
do not need to quarantine.
Any students who begin to exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 should
remain home and seek testing.
Notifications will be made to parents and staff members of
potential exposures so they may monitor for symptoms closely 14
days from last exposure.
Fully vaccinated persons who have come into close contact with
someone with suspected or confirmed COVID-19 do NOT need to
quarantine unless they have symptoms and should be tested 3-5

Cleaning and Disinfection of Exposed Areas

Containment

●
●

Hygiene, Cleaning, and Disinfection
●

Adherence to, and promotion of, hygiene, cleaning, and
disinfection guidance set forth by DOH and CDC,
including strategies for cleaning and disinfection of
exposed areas and appropriate notification to occupants
of such areas;
●

Separation areas that are used by a sick person will be closed and
not used until after cleaning and disinfection has occurred;
The following CDC and NYSDOH recommendations will be used:
○
Open outside doors and windows to increase air circulation
○
Clean and disinfect all areas used by the person suspected or
confirmed to have COVID-19, such as offices, classrooms,
bathrooms, lockers, and common areas.
○
Once the area has been appropriately cleaned and
disinfected it can be reopened for use.
○
Individuals without close contact with the person suspected
or confirmed to have COVID-19 can return to the area and
resume school activities immediately after cleaning and
disinfection.
If a person is suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19 a letter will
be sent home for occupants of such areas.

Contact Tracing

Containment
Contact Tracing
●

Plans to support local health departments in contact
tracing efforts using the protocols, training, and tools
provided through the New York State Contact Tracing
Program – an initiative between the Department of
Health, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health, and Vital Strategies

●
●

●

●

●

●
●

Contact tracing is the process of contacting all people who've had
contact with someone who tested positive for COVID-19.
New York State has partnered with Bloomberg Philanthropies, Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and Vital Strategies to
create the New York State Contact Tracing Program.
Contact Tracers work with people who have tested positive for
COVID-19 to identify people they have had contact with and let
them know they may have been exposed to the disease.
EMUFSD will support local health departments in tracing all
contacts of the individual, in accordance with the protocols,
training, and tools provided in the NYS Contact Tracing Program
○
NYS Contact Tracing Flyer -English, Espanol
○
NYS Contact Tracing Tool- English, Espanol
Individuals who are exposed to or test positive for COVID-19 should
contact their school nurse immediately, who will be responsible for
subsequent communication.
○
MS Coordinator- Joanne Prisco (631)878-0162
○
ES Coordinator- Michelle Romano (631) 878-0162 x 123
Confidentiality will be maintained as required by federal and state
law and regulations.
EMUFSD will also cooperate with all state and local health
department isolation, and quarantine efforts.

Communication of COVID-19 Cases

Containment

●

Communication
●

Plans to share protocols and safety measures taken by
the school with all relevant parties including
parents/legal guardians, faculty, staff, students and the
local community.

All positive cases of COVID-19 will be reported to the local health
department.
○
Suffolk County Department of Health Services
3500 Sunrise Highway
Great River, NY 11739-1001
Phone: (631) 854-0000
https://www.suffolkcountyny.gov/health

●

●

●

Similar to procedures if a case of lice is detected in the building,
notifications will be made to parents and staff members in an
anonymous way if a case of COVID-19 is discovered.
EMUFSD will support local health departments in tracing all
proximate contacts of the individual, in accordance with the
protocols, training, and tools provided in the NYS Contact Tracing
Program
○
NYS Contact Tracing Flyer -English, Espanol
○
NYS Contact Tracing Tool- English, Espanol
PowerSchool, bus rosters, class rosters, and support service rosters,
are examples of information that will be supplied to the
Department of Health to assist in the process.

Closure

Closure Triggers
●
Based on the dynamic nature of local community transmission of
the COVID-19 virus, a phased-in approach or hybrid model
combining in-person instruction and remote/distance learning may
be necessary during the 2021-2022 school year.
●
The level of risk is important in determining an appropriate
response, including the following variables:
○
○
○
○

Closure Triggers
●

Identification of the conditions that may warrant
reducing in-person education or closing the school, in
consultation with state and local health departments,
and plan for an orderly closure;

●

The decision to close schools for in-person learning will take into
account the following factors:
○
Importance of in-person education to the social, emotional, and
○
○
○
○

●

Community spread
Contact the person with COVID-19 had with others
When such contact took place
Spread in a school is higher than in the community

academic growth and well-being of students;
The level of community transmission;
Whether cases have been identified among students and staff;
Other indicators that local public health officials are using to
assess the status of COVID-19 in their area
Whether student and staff cohorts have been implemented within
the school, allowing the quarantining of affected cohorts

The school will work with local health officials when determining
how long a school, or part of a school, stays closed.

Closure Operations

Closure
Operational Activity
●

Determination of which operations will be decreased, or
ceased and which operations will be conducted
remotely; include process to conduct orderly closures
which may include phasing, milestones, and involvement
of key personnel;

●

In the event of a building closure, in-person learning will transition
to remote learning.

Closure Communication

Closure

●

Communication
●

Plan to communicate internally and externally
throughout the closure process.

●

In the event of a closure, communication internally and externally
will be made regarding
○
Requirement to close
○
Transition to Remote Learning
○
Continuation of Meal Services
○
Technology Needs
○
Community Spread Updates
Means of Communication include but are not limited to:
○
Connect-ed phone message
○
Email
○
District Electronic Sign
○
District Website
○
Social Media
○
Teacher Contact
○
Virtual Faculty Meetings

Guidance Documents
●

COVID-19 Information: https://www.emoschools.org/return.aspx

Please note: As we look to next year, we need to be mindful that there are
many uncertainties that we continue to face, and our plan will remain a live
document in a fluid state. These protocols are subject to change pending
updated guidance from New York State. For more detailed information,
please refer to our 2122 Reopening Plan posted on our website.*

